2011 Section IV Softball

This softball handbook has been designed to provide information for use in the administration of Section IV softball competition.  We expect it to serve as a guide to participating schools and to assist in providing greater consistency from game to game.  To make the season run more smoothly, it is suggested that all coaches and athletic directors make themselves familiar with this handbook as well as the current NYSPHSAA handbook and ASA rulebook.

Included in this handbook are the forms and deadlines by which they are due.  Forms are due on or before the due date.  It is the responsibility of each school to see that these forms are properly submitted and that the guidelines are followed.

This year’s state tournament will be held in Section 2 – Adirondack Sports Complex, Queensbury.
ASA rules require NOCSAE approved face masks on batter helmets as of 2006. The NOSCAE seal must be embossed on the face mask itself. New York State High School rules still do not allow metal cleats on shoes. The 43’ pitching distance rule will be used for Frosh, JV and Varsity competitions this season.  It will remain 40’ for Middle School games. Middle school contests may use the 15 run rule with league approval for the 2011 season.
Section IV Softball Coordinators

AA/A/B Schools

Jim Testa
607-785-7029 (S)
607-341-3334 (c)
jtestauesb@gmail.com
Union Endicott HS
C/D Schools

Terry Palmer
315-497-1277 (Home only)

315-729-4225 cell

tpalmer52@gmail.com
3210 Oak Hill Rd.

Moravia, N.Y.   13118

315-497-1277

2011 Softball Leagues and Reps

Delaware County




Jane Ware
607-326-4151 x24 (S)










607-326-4091 (H)









jware@roxburycs.org
Upper Delaware




Delaware Mountain

Hunter-Tannersville




Andes

Margaretville





Downsville

Stamford





Jefferson

Windham-Ashland-Jewett



South Kortright

Charlotte Valley




Gilboa-Conesville








Roxbury **

Interscholastic Athletic Conference


Jim Wood               Tioga  (S) 607-687-8004
                                                                                                                               (H) 607-699-1030










       ©607-972-7737\










jwood@tiogacentral.org
North Large

North Small

South Large

South Small

Dryden


Groton


Elmira N.D.

Candor

Lansing

Marathon

Newark Valley
Newfield

Trumansburg

Moravia

Watkins Glen

Odessa Montour

Whitney Pt.

Southern Cayuga
Waverly

Spencer Van Etten




Union Springs




Tioga**










Thomas Edison (El. Hgts.)
Southern Tier Athletic Conference


Jim Testa
Union Endicott  (S)607-757-2156











   (H)607-785-7029











jtesta@uegw.stier.org
Metro


West


Central

East

Binghamton

Corning East

Johnson City

Chenango Forks

Ithaca


Corning West

Maine Endwell
Chenango Valley

Union-Endicott**
Elmira Free Academy
 Norwich

Seton Catholic

Vestal


Elmira Southside
Owego Apalachin
Oneonta




Horseheads

Sus Valley

Windsor
Midstate Athletic Conference 


Gary Pratt
607-467-2198 (S)










607-467-3329 (H)


Division I




Division II

jacks-8@yahoo.com
Harpursville

Sidney


Afton

Bainbridge-Guilford

Delhi


Unatego

Deposit**
Oxford

Greene


Unadilla Valley
Hancock
Walton

Tri Valley





Maria Deysenroth 607-263-6124 (S)










      607-547-1209 (H)









mariadeysenroth@yahoo.com
    Large




    Small

Cherry Valley-Springfield


Franklin

Edmeston




Morris**

Gilbertsville-Mt. Upton


Laurens

Worcester




Milford







Schenevus

2010 SECTION IV CHAMPIONS
CLASS AA

Union Endicott






CLASS A

Elmira Free Academy






CLASS B

Chenango Valley







CLASS C

Seton Catholic




CLASS D

Afton




2010 SECTION IV REGIONAL CHAMPIONS
Class B

Chenango Valley

`
Class D

Afton

2010 NY STATE CHAMPIONS

Class B

Chenango Valley
SECTION IV SOFTBALL - 2011
A. All eligibility and health/safety requirements must be met as per current NYSPHSAA and Section IV handbooks. 

B. ASA Fast Pitch rules will be followed with the following new rule variations:  no penalty for unreported subs; tie breaker after 9 complete innings. No metal cleats.
C. Jewelry rule as per NYSPHSAA:  “No jewelry, which includes visible body piercing objects, shall be worn in any sport.  Any piece of jewelry that is visible at the start of or during a contest is in violation of the NYSPHSAA Jewelry Rule.  Religious medals must be taped to the body and under the uniform.  Medical medals must be taped to the body so they are visible.  Soft, pliable barrettes are permissible, body gems are not.”  

D. As per NYSPHSAA effective Oct 25 2004:  Thunder and lightning necessitates that contests be suspended.  The occurrence of thunder and/or lightning is not subject to interpretation or discussion-thunder is thunder, lightning is lightning.  When thunder is heard and/or lightning is seen, the following procedures should be adhered to:  suspend play and direct participants to go to shelter, a building normally occupied by the public or if a building is unavailable, participants should go inside a vehicle with a solid metal top (e.g. bus, van, car).  Do not permit people to stand under or near a tree; and have all stay away from poles, antennas, towers and underground watering systems.  After thunder and/or lightning have left the area, wait approximately 30 minutes after the last boom is heard or strike is seen before resuming play or competition.  YOUR FIRST CONCERN IS THE SAFETY OF THE ATHLETE AND SPECTATORS!"
E. Public relations:  Please do your part to make the public aware of our sport.  This is especially true when it comes to sectional and regional play.  We do charge admission for sectional finals and regional play.  Ticket takers and site chairpersons suffer needless verbal abuse when spectators are not aware of this policy (and often even when they are aware of it). Continued problems with this will force us to require district personnel on-site to deal with abusive spectators.  It is very important that all fans are made aware of this.  Athletic directors and coaches can help a great deal.

F. It is important that the home team coach reports the results of each game to the various media. In addition to promoting our sport, it is used for state rankings (which can be found in the Press/Sun Bulletin 800-365-0077).  Don't forget your local paper.

G. Any league "run rule" or "mercy rule" DOES NOT APPLY for any sectional play.

H. Please ensure that all records are up to date and on time to the Section IV office.  It is essential that all seeding information be verified with the Section IV office by Wednesday, May 18 (between 8:30 am and 3:00 pm) the seeding meeting is Thursday, May 19 @ 10 am at the Sidney Civic Center.  This is the responsibility of the coach.

I. Please make sure each team is in agreement regarding scrimmage/game status (especially for non league games). Note the new requirements for scrimmage play !!!!
J.
Higher seed remains home team throughout the sectional tournament.

DATES FOR 2011
Please make sure all coaches and athletic directors are aware of these dates

Mon Mar 7
Season begins

Thurs. Apr 1
Letter of intent to move up a class must be in the possession of the  



Interscholastic Sports Coordinator (Ben Nelson) by this date.

Fri May 7
Letter of Commitment and Codes of Conduct must be submitted to the



Interscholastic Sports Coordinator (Ben Nelson) by this date.  

Wed May 18
Team overall record and seeding points must be verified with Ben Nelson

During designated hours. 
Thu May 19
SEEDING MEETING **10 am Section IV office**  All league reps 

should plan to attend.  Team rosters and pictures need to be to your league rep by this meeting.  They will be collected at this time. 
Thu May 26
First round (B, C and D)



Quarterfinal round (AA, A)



*games may be re-scheduled for an earlier date with consent of both teams

Fri  May 27
"rain date" for any game previously scheduled but not played.

Tues May 31
Quarterfinal round for B, C and D

Wed June 1
Semifinal round for AA, A.  Host school is given option of charging $5 for Semi-final rounds.  Regardless of admission being charged, the host schools will be responsible for all expenses for that game including officials and workers.  



"rain date" for B/C/D quarterfinals

Thu June 2
Semifinal round for B, C and D.  Host school is given option of charging $4 for Semi-final rounds Regardless of admission being charged, the host schools will be responsible for all expenses for that game including officials and workers.  

 
"rain date" for AA/A semifinals

Fri June 3
"rain date" for B/C/D semifinals.

Sat June 4
Section IV finals for all classes @ BAGSAI.  $6 admission will be charged!  Game time 1:00 and 3:00 p.m. 

Tues June 7
Class B/C/D Regionals . 

                       Class B@ Gillette (CNS)– Section 3    5:00 PM

                       Class C & D @ BAGSAI vs. Section 3 – C@5:00, D@5:30
        

$7 Admission will be charged

Wed June 8   Class AA/A Regional vs. Section 1/9 winner @ Nanuet or Minisink Valley

Class AA @ TBA

Class A @ TBA       (times vary depending on how many games at each site)
Sat June 11
NYSPHSAA Softball Tournament at Adirondack Sports Complex.  $8 Admission will be charged for everyone.  

Sun Jun 12
State tournament rain date.

SECTIONAL AND REGIONAL DATES AND TIMES WILL NOT BE CHANGED FOR SENIOR TRIPS, PROMS, BANQUETS, ETC.  PLEASE PLAN ACCORDINGLY.  BE PREPARED TO HAVE ANY REQUESTS OF THIS NATURE DENIED.

Please note:  "rain dates" are scheduled makeup dates for whenever a game cannot be played or completed according to schedule.

Game dates and times are normally scheduled far in advance of the event.  For example, the regional schedule was determined Nov 2011.  Many arrangements are necessary to ensure a positive playing experience for players and coaches.  Please respect these game dates and times as determined by section and league personnel. Be prepared to accept NO as an answer to request changes.  

Sometimes games need to be rescheduled on short notice, especially playoff games.    In cases such as this, even more arrangements need to be made to ensure a positive playing experience for our players.  Section personnel do their best under the given circumstances to gain the agreement of all parties involved with the best interests of ALL the athletes as top priority.  It creates many difficulties to change game times/locations once they have been determined.  Please be prepared to accept NO as an answer to requests for change after arrangements are made.

**Arrival at site:  Teams are expected to arrive no earlier than 90 minutes prior to scheduled game time.  Teams will not be allowed to engage in any softball related activity until 90 minutes prior to game time.  If a team arrives earlier than this, they are requested to stay outside the playing area/complex.  No use of the facility will be allowed and further restrictions will be enforced by the site coordinator if necessary.  (From NYSPHSAA tournament handbook/Sect 4 will enforce)

Section IV Softball Post Season Tournament

It is VERY important for coaches to submit forms and information on time.  Throughout the Section IV tournament, the winning coach is responsible for make the following calls immediately after the game.  There has been a serious lack of effort in this in recent years resulting in unnecessary delays in scheduling the next round of games.

1. First call:  To your coordinator

2. Second call: to the Press and Sun Bulletin (800-365-0077)

3. Local newspapers, media (WBNG 800-727-9264/WICZ 607-798-0070)

A. Post season sectional tournaments will run in each of the classes as determined by NYS classification (AA,A, B, C and D)

B. A maximum 16 teams for  Class C/D.  AA, A and B will be an open tournament.

C. To qualify for sectional play, teams MUST:

1. Play minimum 10 games and

2. Have at least a .500 win/loss ration for ALL GAMES (or a .500 record against school of the same or lower class) If there are empty slots in a class, the next highest seeding pt. teams under .500 will be eligible to fill those slots.
3. File a letter of intent to participate by due date.  Teams moving up in class must do so by Apr 1.

*In the event that less than the maximum allowable teams meet these requirements, brackets may be filled using the Pennsylvania Point System average.  Teams with a less than .500 win/loss ratio may qualify in this manner.  Playoff and championship games do not count in the PA Point system average.  Letters of Intent to play must be filed by 5/7/10.

D. Automatic berths will be awarded to league and/or division champions.

E. All teams will be seeded using the PA point system as follows:

5 points for a win over a school higher in class

4 points for a win over a school in the same class

3 points for a win over a school in a lower class

2 points for a loss to a school in a higher class

1 point for a loss to a school in the same class

0 points for a loss to a school in a lower class

To determine final point average, divide the total number of points by the number of games played.  See following for tie breaker method.

F. The teams which receive automatic and wildcard berths will be seeded 1-16 (Class C/D) and as necessary for AA, A and B

1. All games played up to and including Tuesday, May 17 th will count toward seeding. Scrimmages do not count.  

2. The point form (will be mailed to AD’s) must be faxed for verification with the Section IV office on Wednesday, May 18th  during the designated hours.  This will ensure that seeding and site determinations can be done quickly and accurately.    Coaches must fax their updated seeding form to the Section IV Office 561-2344 following their last game played prior to Wednesday, May 19th.  Games played on Wednesday, May 19th  DO NOT COUNT toward seeding.  It is not necessary to fax point sheets to the coordinator.

G. If a tie exists for divisional championships and isn't broken before the seeding meeting OR if a tie exists in the PA point system, the following tie breakers will be used (in the stated order):

1. record in head to head competition

2. common opponents

3. overall record

4. league record

5. coin flip

H. Any team electing to move to a higher class for the sectional tournament will be    seeded as though they had played at that class throughout the regular season.  A letter of intent to move up a class (attached) must be in the Interscholastic Sports Coordinator's hand by Apr 1 2008.  This is a two-year commitment.

I. It is very important to keep accurate records and to return proper forms to the proper people before the necessary deadlines.  This is exceedingly important for the seeding meeting.  Do not penalize your team for your lack of organization.

J. It is assumed that all teams are willing to host sectional games if they end up as higher seed.  This will be scheduled automatically unless we are told otherwise before the seeding meeting.  

K. Throughout seasonal and post seasonal play, teams are expected to clean up dugout areas before departing the site.  Defacing property is not tolerated.  Dugouts are subject to inspection during any phase of post season play.  If necessary, clean-up charges will be assessed.

L.  The Section IV Softball tournament is sponsored by Wilson Sporting Goods.  Wilson softballs will 
      be used for all sectional final games.

M. Dudley will be supplying softballs for all state level play (regionals and state tournament).  This  

      softball will be the 12 LRF-FP yellow w/red stitching and .47 COR.  

TOURNAMENT GAME REGULATIONS
ASA FAST PITCH RULES WILL APPLY FOR SECTIONALS

ALL WINNERS UP TO THE FINALS MUST CALL COORDINATOR WITH RESULTS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AFTER THE GAME IS COMPLETED.

Terry Palmer 315-497-1277, ©  315-729-4225 or e-mail tpalmer52@gmail.com
All games will be played on the home field of the higher seed up to finals unless distance is beyond stated limits as noted below.  The higher seed will be the home team and will provide game balls .
The higher seeded team playing at home will be responsible for paying umpires and meeting other expenses.  Your school may charge admission to offset expenses.  Section IV will be responsible for paying umpires etc for games at neutral sites (but home team may need to provide claim forms).  

Games times:  Saturday games Noon.  Use of field for practice will be 11:20-11:35 for the home team and 11:40-11:55 for the visiting team.  Weekday game time 4:30 PM.  Home team will warm up 3:50-4:05 and visitors 4:10-4:25. Game times for finals or state level play may differ.

Teams are asked to arrive no earlier than 1 hour prior to game time.

The host school has the option of not charging admission at the semi-final games.  Regardless of admission being charged, the host school will be responsible for all expenses for that game including officials and workers.  If the host school does charge admission, it will be $5 for everyone except children 10 and under when accompanied by an adult and senior citizens 65 years and older.  

Championship games to be played Sat June 4th at BAGSAI.  Admission $6/ticket.  Games will run concurrently at 1:00 and 3:00.  Higher seeded team will remain the home team.  Home team furnishes game balls as noted earlier.  Final sites and game times will be determined by the Section IV coordinators and Interscholastic Sports Coordinator.  Times and or locations may be adjusted due to weather concerns or other extenuating circumstances.

The assignment of officials for sectional games will be done by geographic area up to the finals.  Finals will be assigned on a rotating basis to officials from those chapters and who have met the requirements of the coordinator and are recommended by the evaluation forms.

Each team will have 15 minutes for infield practice.  Home team followed by visiting team.  Time begins upon coordinator's indication and must end within the time allotment.  Any team rituals must be done within this time frame.  NO EXCEPTIONS!  No batting practice on playing fields.  No hitting against fence.  

Only team members and representatives listed on roster allowed in bench area.

Protests:  during sectional play, all protests must be made a resolved immediately.  A protest committee consisting of site chairperson or designee, one working umpire, and another person to be named by the site chairperson will be available.

Teams qualifying for sectionals are to have team photo (B/W) sent to Ben Nelson by May 20 in order to be used in the program available at the finals.

Please be reminded that exceptions cannot be made for senior trips, award banquets, proms, etc.  Be prepared for any request of this nature to be denied.  Check all possible conflicts at the beginning of the season and plan accordingly.

Teams who win sectionals will be given a packet of information regarding state competition.  Rosters must be electronically filed on the NYSPHSAA website immediately as per packet information.  Digital team photos will be taken (or accepted from coaches) at the finals for the state tournament program.

SECTION IV

NEW YORK STATE CHAMPIONS

1985
Class C
Harpursville

Johnson City

Class D
Afton

1986
Class A
Union Endicott
Johnson City
1987
Class A
Union Endicott
Johnson City

Class B
Chenango Valley



Class D
Afton

1989
Class C
Deposit

West Point

1990
Class A
Union Endicott,
     

Class D
Deposit           

Newburgh
1991
Class A
Horseheads

Clifton Commons

Class B
Johnson City



Class D
Thomas Edison

1992
Class D
Harpursville

Clifton Commons
1993
Class A
Horseheads,
      

Class C
Seton Catholic 
BAGSAI
1994
Class B
Chenango Forks
BAGSAI


Class C
Seton Catholic

1995
Class C
Seton Catholic

Clifton Commons

Class D
Afton

1996
Class A
Horseheads

Clifton Commons

Class B
Susquehanna Valley


Class C
Seton Catholic

Class D
Afton

1997
Class B
Susquehanna Valley
Clifton Commons

1998
Class B
Susquehanna Valley
Clifton Commons
2001
Class B
Chenango Valley
Mitchel Field

Class D
Afton


2002
Class D
Afton


Mitchel Field



2004
Class B
Windsor

Clifton Commons

2005
Class A
Susquehanna Valley
Gillette Field

2006
Class B
Susquehanna Valley
Gillette Field

2007      Class B  
Susquehanna Valley
BAGSAI

2008
Class B   Windsor

BAGSAI
2009
Class D
  Afton


Waterloo   

2010      Class B    Chenango Valley
Waterloo

SOFTBALL TEAM ROSTER INFORMATION SHEET
Please complete this roster information requested below and return it to BEN NELSON, ISC by May18, 2011.  At the same time turn in a team picture.  If you advance to the state tournament, your information will be sent to the state for publication.  Failure to do so, means your team may not be in the program.  PLEASE TYPE OR WRITE CLEARLY!!!

SCHOOL NAME





Phone #





NICKNAME






Overall Record 




League Name






Section # 




School Colors






Mascot 





Varsity Coach





Asst. Coach 





Athletic Director





Principal 





Manager(s)













	Player’s #
	
	Last Name
	
	First Name
	
	Grade
	
	Position

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


SECTION IV

2011 SOFTBALL SECTIONALS

OFFICIALS PREFERRED AND NON-PREFERRED LIST 
(Reminder this is not a guarantee that you will always get a preferred official or that you will always avoid a non-preferred officials).

School:                                             
League:                                                  
Coach:   




Officials Board used for Home Games















Officials Board used by League (if different)













Preferred Officials: (In order)
1.














2.














3.














4.














5.














6.














7.














8.














9.














10.















Undesired Official: (One Only)

1.













Non-Preferred Officials:  (No more than 3)
1.













2.
 











3.











 
Comments:                                                                                                                                                                   





























































































































Return by MAY 13, 2011.:


Ben Nelson, I.S.C.











Civic Center, Box 7











21 Liberty Street






Sidney, NY  13838

Section IV


SOFTBALL


Tournament Seeding Form

Please fill out this form accurately entering the dates, names, and classifications of all the opponents

your Varsity Softball Team has scheduled this season (both league and non-league games - but not

scrimmages).
Please return by May 18, 2011 to:
Ben Nelson, Interscholastic Sports Coordinator

21 Liberty Street 

Civic Center, Box 7

Sidney, NY 13838

School 






Class

   Date 




Ath. Dir. 





Coach 





	Date of

Game
	Opponent
	Class
	Check

W
	One:

L
	Score:


We
	
They
	
Seed

Pts.
	
Acc.


Pts.
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	TOTALS:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


1
1

